***Background.*** *Clostridium difficile* (*C. difficile*)*,* vancomycin resistant *Enterococcus* (VRE) and methicillin resistant *Staphylococcus aureus* (MRSA) are multidrug resistant organisms (MDRO) and cause healthcare associated infections. Previous studies have demonstrated that these MDROs can be recovered from a variety of foods including meat and vegetables. The objective of this study was to determine if *C. difficile*, VRE and MRSA is present in the food of hospitalized patients.

***Methods.*** Patients admitted from May 9, 2011 to July 12, 2012 at Barnes-Jewish Hospital with no diarrhea were approached to participate. Stool/rectal swab specimens were collected on admission, weekly and discharge and cultured for *C. difficile.* Study subjects placed samples of food from each meal into provided sterile specimen cups. Following homogenization, all food was cultured for *C. difficile*. A random sampling of food was cultured for VRE and MRSA. Molecular typing was performed. Medical charts were reviewed to look for positive clinical cultures for the organism during the enrollment period.

***Results.*** 148 patients were enrolled and 910 food specimens were collected and cultured for *C. difficile*. 218 food specimens from 122 patients were cultured for VRE and MRSA. Two (0.2%) food samples were positive for *C. difficile,* two (0.9%) were positive for VRE and two (0.9%) were positive for MRSA. Types of food present based on organism were: *C. difficile --* vegetables, grains, and other; VRE -- dairy, grain and other; MRSA -- poultry, fruit, vegetable, grain, and other. The *C. difficile* strains typed as ribotype 001 and 027. Both MRSA strains were SCC*mec* type IV. None of the patients with food positive for *C. difficile* were colonized with *C. difficile* before or after the positive food specimen. None of the patients with food positive for MRSA had MRSA in a clinical culture during the admission. One patient with food positive for VRE had a positive clinical culture for VRE (VRE surveillance stool culture) 32 days after the positive food specimen.

***Conclusion.*** Recovery of MRDOs from hospital food specimens was rare. One patient with VRE recovered from food was found to have a positive VRE surveillance stool culture. Hospital food appears to be an uncommon source for acquisition of these MDROs.
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